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i\RTICLE 1 ~ Name 

THIS organization shall be known as the British Union Conference of 
Seventh~day l\dventists and is herelnafter referred to as "this Union 
Conferenceo" This Union Conference functions as a member and constituen
unit of the General Conference of Seve11"th~day J\dventists, Northern Europ1 
West Africa Division, and acknowledges in all church matters the authori· 
and leadership of such organlzationso 

hRTICLE 2 ~ 

The territory of this Union Conference shall comprise England, Wale 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Eire, and alJ, adjacent British Islandso 

ARTICLE 3 ~ ect 

The object of this Union Conference is to proclaim the everlasting 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and to teach the commandment 
of God as the supreme rule of lifeo 

J\RTICLE 4 - of Union Conference 

This Union Conference shall be composed of such local conferences 
and missions within its territory as have been, or shall be, properly 
organized and received into this Union Conferenceo 



ARTICLE 5 ~ Sessions 

S~~t~~~ l ~ This Union Conference shall hold a regular session 
at an interval of four years at such time and place as the Executive 
Committee shall determine, and a notice of such sess:i.on shall be pub~ 
lished at least four weeks before the appointed time in the Union 
Conference papero 

Section 2 In the event of special conditions arising which 
would make it advisable to postpone the call:lng of a regular sess:lon, 
the Executive Committee may postpone such session for a per:tod not 
exceeding two years, provided that a regular session shall not be post~ 
poned without the consent of at least two~thirds of the members of the 
Executive Committee expressed by personal vote or by signature to a 
resolution in writing submitted to the members of the Executive Conunittee 
Separate copies of the resolution may be signed for this purposeo 

S_es~t_~o~_3 The Executlve Committee may call a special session 
of this Union Conference at such time and place as it deems proper, 
by a like notice as for regula.e session_?~? and the transactions of such 
special sessions shall have the same force as those of the regular 
sessionso 

Such a special session may elect any such officers or other persons 
or committees and transact any such business and do any such other act 
as under this Constitution a regular session or the Executive Committee 
between sessions may elect, transact, ,or do,, 

Ses:t~2!l-1 The standing committees for the Union Session shall 
be nominated by a special committee consisting of a General Conference 
or Division representative who may be present, who shall act as chairman, 
and five representat:tves from each local conference, and two representa
tives from each mission" The local (conference) representatives on this 
special commlttee shall be appolnted by their respective delegations at 
the Union Session. 

to Session 

The delegates to a session of this Union Conference shall be: 

(a) All members of the Executive Committee of this Union Conference" 

(b) /111 ordained ministers holding regular credentials from this 
Union Conference or duly organized local conferences and missions within 
:l ts territory 

(c) All members of the Executive Committees of the General Conferenc 
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of Seventh=day Adventists and of the Northern Europe~West Africa D1v~ 
lsion who may be presento 

(d) Such persons as are duly appointed by the Executive Comm1tteE 
of each local conference and rnissiono Each local conference and miss: 
shall be ent:Ltled to appoint one delegate by reason of its organizati< 
and one delegate for each fifty churchmembers or fraction thereof in 
such local conference or missiono 

(e) Such other persons as may be present who shall ke received ai 
delegates by vote of the sesslono 

ARTICLE 7 -

Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote on any questiono ThE 
chairman of the sess:Lon shall in case of equality of votes have a casi 
ing voteo 

---ARTICLE 8 ~ Powers of Session 

Sec:::j:J:.~o~ 1 ~ This Union Conference in session shall have power to 
determine all matters and things for the order and good administratio1 
of this Union Conference and the regulation of its affairs, including 
the management and disposal of or dealing with all real and personal 
property and revenues held or propo~ed to be acquired for or on behal: 
or for the use, benefit or purposes of this Union Conference, .subject 
however to any specific trusts relating thereto and for such purposes 
to give to the Union legal corporation.or to any company corporatlon 
or person to whom any such real and per'sonal property and revenues sh< 
be vested such directions with reference thereto and as to the manage
ment and disposal thereof as this Union Conference shall deem expediet 
in harmony with Article 200 This Union Conference in session may male< 
rules to govern its own procedureo 

Section 2 - This Union Conference in session shall have power to 
make adjustments in the boundaries of the local conferences and missi< 
under its jurisdiction and to accept into membership such new conferer 
and missions as may be proposed by the Executive Committee of this Un: 
These adjustments in };ioundaries and the acceptance into membership of 
conferences and missions shall require a two-thirds majority voteo 

ARTICLE 9 ~ and Licences 

Section 1 - This Union Conference in regular session shall deterr 
who are the approved ministers within the jurisdiction thereof, grant 
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sultable credentials to such minlsters and grant licences to those 
whom it shall consider suitable to labour in the cause of this 
Union Conference, and recormnend for ordination such men as shall have 
given proof of their call to the ministry" Between sessions the 
Executive Comm:Lttee ls authorized to pecform such dut:Leso 

~~~t::h~~?~ ~ Any credentials 1 Hcences ~ or certif:Lcates granted 
or issued by this Union Conference in session or by the Executive 
Committee shall remain in force and be valid until the next regular 
session unless prev:tously terminated by this Union Conference in 
special sesslon or by the Execut:Lve Committee" 

ARTICI,E ~ Election 

Section 1 ~ 

(a) This Union Conference in regular session shall elect: 

(i) Executive Officers 
Cii) Departmental Directors 
(iii)Elective members of the Executive Committee of this 

Unlon Conference 
(iv) Auditors as provided for in Article 19 7 Sectlon 2 
(v) Officers of duly organized missions within this Union" 

(b) Persons thus elected shall: hold their respective offices or 
appointments tmtil the next regular session of this Union Conference, 
except for missions' appointments, whic~ are by Constitution biennial, 
unless their offices or appointments are\previously terminated by 
this Unlon Conference in special session 9' or by the Executive Committee 
in counsel wlth the Division officers" 

Section 2 - Thls Union Conference in session and the Executive 
~-,_,_=c:::= 

Committee between sessions may establish such other off1ces 9 positions, 
and committees as may be determined 9 prescribe the duties and functions 
thereof and elect persons thereto and vary or terminate any such office 
position, or committee and may remove any member of any such committee" 

Section 3 - This Union Conference in session and the Executive 
~~~ 

Committee between sessions may elect 9 nominate, or appoint trustees of 
any real or personal property or revenues mentioned in Article 80 

Section 4 - The Executive Committee of this Union Conference shall 
~~~~-===== 

recommend to the respective boards of management of Union lnstitutions 
the appointment of the:Lr officers, bursars 9 editors, as may be requ.ired 
within the six months that follow a Union Session" 



ARTICLE 11 ~ 

.Section 1 = The Executive officers of this Union Conference 
shall be a president, a secretary, and a treasurero The secretary and 
treasurer may be one person lrn01.vn as secretary~treasurero There shall 
iJe such other off:i.cers as this Union Conference in session or the 
Executive Comm:Lttee may determineo 

Sect:l.on 2 ~ All officers of this Union Conference shall hold 
office until 'che next regular session of this Union Conference or 
until their successors are elected 9 excepting where appo:Lntments are 
by Conpt:Ltut:lon biennlal? and unless their appointments are previously 
termlnated by this Union Conference in special session or by the 
Executive Committeea 

.S~_~ti<?E~) ~ The president shall supervise the general work of 
this Union Conference; open and preside at all sessions of this Union 
Conference and also at all meetings of the Executive Committee 9 but 
should he so desire he shall have power to call to the chair a repres~ 
entative of the General Conference of Seventh~day l\dventists or of the 
Northern Europe~~West fcfrica Division 1 or a member of the Union Confer~, 
ence Executive Committeeo 

.Sectio_l1._ 4 - The secretary shall keep a record of all proceedlngs 
of the sessions of this Union Conference and of the meetings of the 
Executive Committee and perform such·\other duties as usually pertain 
to his officeo 

.Sec::_-t:J~~l1~~~ - The treasurer shall rec~ive all moneys belonging to 
this Union Conference, keep an account of same, and disburse them as 
the Executive Committee shall direct 7 and make full report thereof at 
all sessions of this Union Conference and at such other times as may 
be required by the Executive Comm1ttee and per:fonn such o'cher duties 
as usually pertain to his officeo 

The departmental directors shall work under the direction of 
the Executive Committee and shall occupy an advisory relationship to 
the fieldo 

ARTICLE 13 ~ 

This Union Conference in session and the Executive Committee 
between sessions 



(a) shall appoint such agents, min:l.sters, missionaries, and 
other persons as may be necessa.r.y to carry on the work of this Un.:ton 
Conference; and 

(b) may terminate or vary any such appointmento 

ARTICLE 14 ~ Executive Committee 

The Executive Committee shall consist of the Executive officers 
of this Union Conference, the presidents of local conferences, and 
organized mission fields within this Un:Lon Conference, the directors 
of the organized departments of this Union Conference, the secretary 
of the legal corporation, the managers or Heads of Union inst:l.tutions, 
the Newbold College princ:Lpal 9 the chief editor of church publications 1 

and up to five electlve members as may be voted at the Union Sessiono 

ARTICLE 1 ttee 

S~cJ:Ion ~l -· Be·l:ween sessions the Executive Committee shall manage 
the affairs of this Union Conference and may exercise such of the power 
of this Union Conference in session as under this constitution are not 
exclusively exercisable by this Union Conference in session, but subjec 
to this Constitution and any directions as to policy or otherwise and 
any regulations given or made by this Union Conference in sessiono 

~_tic:iE~-2 ~ In particular and with~~t prejudice to the general 
powers conferred by Section 1 1 the Executive Co1mnittee may between ses
sions exercise the powers of this Union Conference in session under 
Article 8 with regard to the real and personal property and revenues 
therein referred too 

Section 3 - The Executive Committee between sessions, in counsel 
with th~~Division offlcers, may remove from office, for just and 
adequate cause, any officer of this Union Conference or from the Exec
utive Committee any member thereof, provided that such action has the 
consent of at least two-thirds of the memliers of the full Execlrl:ive 
Committee by personal voteo 

ARTICLE 16 -

Section 1 - Meetings of the Executlve Committee may be called at 
any time-by the president or in his absence }';y the secretary upon the 



written request of three or more of the members of the committee" 

Section 2 - Any seven members of the Executive Comm:i.ttee includ
ing the ~hairrnan sh~ll? after due notice to ava:Uable members, 
const:l tute a quorum and shall be empowered to transact any necessary 
businesso 

Seci;Jon 3 - M:inority meetings of less than seven members of the 
Executive Committee may be held for the transaction of necessary 
urgent business, but act:lons at such meetings shall not be f:Lnal until 
the minutes of such meet:Lngs have been approved in regular session of 
the Executive Commltteeo 

ARTICLE 17 -

S~c;!:J2D_J;. - The Executive Commltt.ee shall hold an Annual Meet:tng 
with as full a representation of :Lts members as possibleo 

lows: 

Sec~!~ 2, - The Executlve Committee at its annual meeting 

(a) shall nom:Lnate boards of management of all :Lnst:Ltutions of 
this Un:Lon Conference 

(b) shall examine and if necessary adjust the wages schedule 
and authorize the annual budgets and shall set all wage 
rates in harmony with the schedule 

(c) may transact any other bus:Lness o'\ 

ARTICLE 18 - Funds 

Section 1 - The funds of th:Ls Union Conference shall be as fol-

(a) A tlthe of the t:lthe receipts of the local conferences and 
local missions within its territory 

(b) Special donations for work with:Ln its territory 

(c) A t:Lthe of the p,rofits of lnst::Ltut:Lons under the control of 
this Union Conference 

(d) Such percentage of the annual profits of these :Lnstitutions, 
after deducting the t:Lthe, as may be arranged by jo:Lnt counsel 
of the Executive Committee of this Union Conference and the 
Boards of Management of the institutionso 



S~-t::J:£n 2 ~ T.t:ust Funds o Th:ls Union Conference shall receive 
ln trust for the Northern l~urope~West Africa Di vision of the General 
Conference funds as follows~ 

(a) Funds .eeceived ·through local conferences and local missions 
from the churches, Sabbath schools 9 societies 9 and indivic1uals 9 for 
missionnry purposeso 

(b) Sped.al donations from any source 

(c) A tithe of the tithe of this Unlon Conference 

(d) Such percentage of the tithe of conferences and local 
missions and of the profits and pay~rolls of institutions as may be 
arranged by the Executive Committee of this Union Conference in har~ 
mony with the Northern Europe=West Africa Div:tsion of the General 
Conference policy for the operation of the Sustentation Fund for the 
support of such aged and lnfir:m worl<:ers and for such dependent widows 
and orphans of workers as may be voted by the Executive Committee of 
this Union Conferenceo 

S~t:L~!L} - The Executive Commi t:t;ee, through its legal agency 9 

shall have power to make such armuit.y contracts as it may deem desir
able, but all moneys obtained thereby shall be invested ln readily 
convert:Lble securities, and not be made availahle for appropriation 
until the annuity contracts have maturedo 

ARTICI,E 19 '.::· Auditors 

Section 1 - The auditor of the Northern Europe-West Africa 
DivisT;;n of th~ General Conference of Seventh-da.y Adventists shall be 

\ -
recognized as the auditor of the books kqt by the Union Conference 
treasurer and shall audit the accounts of such major institutions 
within the Union Conference as the Division C01mnittee may d:trect., 

Sect:ton 2 -· At each regular:' session this Union Conference shall 
elect -su~h-,;udi tars as may be requlred, whose duty it shall be to 
examine the accounts and vouchers of each and all of the local con
ferences? miss:Lons and institutions under the jurisdiction of this 
Union Conference, at such t:lmes as the Executive Committee or the 
president may direct, and to report to the Execu,cive Committee of 
this Union Conference or the Executive Committee of the local confer
enceo 

ARTICLE 20 -

~ec::~.:h?Jl,.1 - The legal corporation, Seventh-day Adventist Assoc-
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lat:lon Limited formed and controlled by thls Unlon Conference shall 
be the 1:·eg1flar trustee for this Union Conference to acqulre 9 hold 9 

manage 9 dlspose of or deal w:Lth real and personal property for and on 
behalf of OJ:' for the use 7 beneflt? or purposes of th:Ls Unlon Conference 
hut subject to any spec:tfic trusts relatlng to such property and gener~ 
ally to conform wtth such cl:trect:Lons P :lf any 9 as are from time to time 
glven to lt by or on behalf of tl:1is Union Conferenceo 

S~~-t!£n "~ ~ The Irish Good Health Association I,imi ted 9 a corpor= 
ation formed and controlled by this Union Conference to represent and 
conduct all legal matters apperta:lning to our denominational work: in 
Eire 7 shall be the regLtlar: trustee for this Union Conference to 
acquire 7 hold 9 manage? dispose of 7 or deal with real and personal 
property for and on behalf of 7 Ol'.' for t:he use 9 benefit 7 or purposes 
of this Union Conference :Ln Elre 1 but subjec'c to any spec:i.fic trusts 
relat:Lng to such pr:operty and generally to conform w:l.th such directions 
lf any, as are from time to tlrne given to it by or on behalf o:f this 
Union Conferenceo 

AR'rICLE 21 ~ Amendments 
==~~== , , ~· " ~ 

This Constitution may he amended by a resolution of this Union 
Conference in session passed by a majority o:f not less than two~thirds 
of the delegates who voteo No amendment shall be moved except with 
the consent of the Executive Committee unless notice thereof shall be 
g:'Lven to the secretary not later thai·{ two calendar months before the 
date of holding the sessions and the notice of convening the sesslon 
shall set out any lntended arnendmento '-If :tt :Ls proposed to amend 
this Constltution at a special sesslon, hptice of the proposed amend~ 
ment shall be given in the call for such sessiono 

AR'rICLE 22 -

Se_ct~222,l - The dissolution of this Union Conference may be 
effected by a three-fourths vote of the delegates present and voting 
at any regular or sped.al session of th:ts Union Conference, provided 
that if it is proposed to dissolve the Union Conference at a sped.al 
session, notice of the proposal to dissolve shall be given in the 
call for special session. 

s~s1::_~!!__2 - After all claims against this Union Conference 
have been satisfied, any remaining funds shall be transferred to 
the Northern Europe-Wes{: Africa Division of Seventh-day Adventistso 

(Issued and pr:lnted by the authority of the Executive Committee of 
the Br:Lt:tsh Union Conference of Seventh-day Adventistso) 
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